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The revenue of the raja was derived from
a substantial tithe which the vaishyas or
villagers allowed him on the produce of
their land, and the sales of merchandise
and cattle. The law book lays down
minutely the various regal functions. On
a whole, they coincide with those of the
housefather, but on a larger scale. The
chieftain and dampati were both absolute
rulers in their respective domains. The
parent's authority at home expanded into
the autocracy of the throne. The argument
could easily be pushed further, since in
every constitutional monarchy despots and
autocrats have been the forerunners of re-
presentative forms of government. There
is not a single aspect of national life without
a domestic subsoil. Townships have grown
out of homesteads, and kingship is but an
extension of kinship.1

1 The very words king and queen once meant father
and mother. The idea embedded in the word patex
is potent, paternity or fatherhood being the expression
of manly vigour and sexual strength. Potentate is
another derivative of potent, i.e., pati in Sanskrit.
Pati has become quite an international term. In
Hindustan, landed proprietors are called kshetrapatis.
In Iran, lkshetrap&i\ was shortened to satrap, and came
to mean Governor of a province. The kshetrapatis of